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THE GREAT LIBERAL PARLIAMENT
WHEN the new Parliament assembled for business on February 19, 1906, the Liberal party had been out of power for nearly eleven years, and being now in an immense majority, it looked confidently to the Government to make up for lost time. To the Government this majority was embarrassingly large. So many ardent spirits panting to be at work on plans and programmes which they thought to be of supreme importance ; so many independent minds claiming liberty to criticize and amend, had never in living memory been ranged behind any Government. They overflowed the Government benches and thronged die side galleries and even invaded the Opposition side of the House. Many were entering Parliament for the first time, and came with the ardour of new men determined to attend every sitting and to seize every opportunity of taking part in debate. How to satisfy them, how to avoid the schisms and discontents to which great majorities, and especially great Liberal and Radical majorities, were liable, were from the beginning anxious questions for the new Ministers.
These Ministers were aware, as many of their supporters
were not, that a shadow lay over the scene from the beginning.
Whatever the country might have said at the election, the
House of Lords remained unchanged—an overwhelmingly
Conservative body with the last word in legislation.    A
Unionist leader said, soon after the election, that whether in
power or in Opposition the Unionist party would still control
the destinies of the country, and at that moment many thousands
of his party reckoned on the House of Lords to save them
from the Radical measures which otherwise threatenbd them.
Whether or how far that House should exercise this control
was for the next five years to be the dominant issue in domestic
politics, but though they expected the peers to assert their
power, if, or when the Liberal tide ebbed, Ministers did not
92ese rights for the discomfiture of Germany, but ait all Europe scoffed and said that British hypoc-e more been exposed.
